
Only gypsum plaster can be applied over the gypsum 
lath. Portland cement plaster does not develop the 
microscopic crystals found in gypsum plaster that are 
essential for a permanent bond to the fi brous face 
material of gyp lath.

Gypsum lath (also referred to as rock lath, gyp 
lath, or button board) was used for interior gypsum 
plaster.  Rock lath is made similarly to gypsum board 
except that it has a multi-layered face that is highly 
absorptive and fi brous to quickly absorb the moisture 
of wet gypsum plaster, which reduces slump or 
sag. The fi  bers adhere with crystals that form in the 
setting gypsum plaster thus producing a permanent 
bond. Rock lath was originally made in sheets 16 inch 
X 48 inch, non-perforated (Fig. 11) or perforated (Fig. 
12). The perforations generally produced a better key 
(bond) and a fi re resistance than non-perforated rock 
lath.

Today, gypsum lath is made in sheets 2 foot X 8 foot, 
the same size as core board. Gypsum plaster is 
applied over the gypsum lath in a monolithic base 
coat, followed by a thin fi nish coat. Unlike gypsum 
board where only the joints, angles and fasteners are 
treated (except for a gypsum board Level 5 fi nish).

The Metal Lath Manufacturers Association Technical 
Bulletin No. 4, dated April 1958, suggests that metal 
lath reinforcing strips be applied to joints, openings 
and corners where particular stress is anticipated, 
particularly in wood-framed buildings where lumber 
shrinkage is likely to occur. Joints that occur in 
normal runs of framing where no particular stresses 
were anticipated to occur need no preparation once 
the gypsum base coat fully bonded to the gyp lath. 
Gypsum lath can be applied with clips, nails, staples, 
or screws. Fasteners should be driven through the 
gypsum lath at a right angle and set flush without 
breaking the face paper.  Fasteners should not be 
applied closer than 3/8 inch to the edge of the 
gypsum lath panel.
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